
 Zonta Club of Concord November 2019 Newsletter 

16 Days of Activism/Zonta Says No 

We join our Zonta sisters around the 

world in participating in this annual event 

that begins November 25 (International 

Day for the Elimination of Violence 

Against Women) to December 10 (Human 

Rights Day). 

Our Actions:  

1.  We will post information about the 

projects that Zonta International 

has done to address this issue on 

our Facebook page.  Please look for 

it, like it and share.  That will boost 

our visibility. 

2. At our November meeting, we will 

welcome author Paula Czech, who 

will talk to us about her book, Black 

Leather Satchel, which depicts her 

experience of being sexually 

assaulted as a child.  She will have 

her book available for sale, so you 

might want to bring your 

checkbook.  This discussion could 

be triggering for someone who has 

survived a similar experience.  

Please consider if you would like to 

leave our meeting early this month 

if that is the case.  

3. We will make our annual $1,000 

contribution to Womankind 

Counseling Center, to be used for 

the therapy of a woman who has 

experienced trauma and who is 

uninsured or underinsured. 

We have much for which to be proud 

because we have worked hard to live up to 

the Zonta name. 

 

2019 Auction 

We couldn’t do any of what we do if we 

didn’t work very hard to raise money, and 

our largest fundraiser is a month away.  

This is an all-hands-on deck project, and 

here is Janice Severance’s message to us: 

________ 

The 29th Zonta Holiday Auction is fast 
approaching! 

The invitations have been sent out and I 
will bring extra copies to our November 
Business Meeting so that you can hand out 
some to your friends, family and co-
workers that weren’t on our mailing 
list.  Eventbrite which is the location 
RSVP’s to the auction will be processed 
through has been set up; the auction 
information has been posted on Facebook, 
is on our website 



(www.zontaclubofconcordnh.org), and has 
been sent out to individuals who we have 
email addresses on through 
Mailchimp.  There will be notices sent to 
the Concord Monitor in the near future. 

The cost for the event is $20 until Nov. 
22 and $25 after that date and at the 
door.  If you would like to get in on the 
$20 cost and not incur any Eventbrite 
fees, bring a check made payable to 
the Zonta Club of Concord, or cash, to our 
November Business Meeting.  Please 
present your payment to me that evening 
so I can put your name on the event 
register. 

Also, if you want to order one of the 
beautiful wreaths created by Marshall’s 
Florist, bring your payment that evening if 
you do not want to incur any Eventbrite 
fees. 

Don’t forget to bring in any donations you 
may have obtained from various 
businesses/supporters (especially gift 
certificates/cards) to the meeting along 
with the donor information and value of 
the item(s). 

We will gather at Sharon St. Onge’s home 
at 19 Surrey Coach Lane in Bow on 
Saturday, November 16, to begin the 
auction prep.  If you have signed up or find 
that your schedule has been freed up and 
you can help out, we will begin at 9:00 and 
work until we have all the donations 
included in the auction somewhere.  If you 
can’t make it until later in the day, call 
Sharon at 228-5284 (h) or 387-8472 (c) 
to see if we are still in need of help.  If 
you would like to bring a snack or small 
lunch item that day to share with your 

Zontian sisters, that would be very 
helpful…we don’t want the elves to get 
testy because they haven’t been fed while 
they work. 

Thank you for ALL you have done and 
continue to do to make this event such a 
success! 

Janice 

 

 

Birthday, Birthday! 

We have been celebrating for a year now.  

There has been so much to celebrate.  Our 

club started 60 years ago, and ZI started 

100 years ago.  Times have changed since 

those women in Buffalo started their own 

club in 1919 because they couldn’t join a 

men’s service club.  And things have 

changed since our club started in 1959 

when women were named “Mrs. John 

Smith” instead of “Mary Smith”. 

Times have even changed since we 

celebrated our 50th just 10 years ago.  At 

that time, we created and registered a 

time capsule that is located at the Concord 

City Library in our archives.  Among the 

items in the capsule is an article to tell the 

women in the 2059 Zonta Club just who we 

were.  We wanted them to know how 

You educate a man, you education a 

man.  You educate a woman, you 

educate a generation. 

                             -Brigham Young 



progressive we were, so we included what 

percentage of us used email!  It wasn’t all 

of us, but it was about 90% .  We were so 

advanced! 

We started the year off with a party at 

Chamberlin House to celebrate our 60th 

and ZI’s 100th.  Last month we had a party 

to celebrate that our club was actually 

chartered in October 1959.  The Zonta 

games that the Program Committee 

created were just awesome with a lot of 

competition as we showed off our 

knowledge of the history of our 

organization. 

This year we started a new project.  In 

order to celebrate our 100 years, our goal 

was to gather 100 pairs of warm socks for 

homeless women for the 2019-2020 

winter.  We got 103 pair!  They will be 

given to the Coalition to End Homelessness 

Resource Center in Concord. 

Thank you to everyone who shopped and 

brought.  And a special thank you to 

Sharon St. Onge for heading up the 

project. 

District Calendars  

The calendars will be available at the 

District Conference next week.  We 

guaranteed the District that we would buy 

at least 10, so chances are your hand was 

up when we took the survey.  Those of us 

who will be at the conference will purchase 

some and bring them back, making sure you 

get them as soon as possible, probably at 

the auction, since we won’t have a 

December business meeting. 

 

Birthday Poem 

This is what we started our meeting with 

at our birthday party last month: 

For Your Birthday by John O'Donohue 

Blessed be the mind that dreamed the day 
The blueprint of your life 
Would begin to glow on earth,  
Illuminating all the faces and voices 
That would arrive to invite 
Your soul to growth. 

Praised be your father and mother, 
Who loved you before you were, 
And trusted to call you here 
With no idea who you would be. 

Blessed be those who have loved you 
Into becoming who you were meant to be, 
Blessed be those who have crossed your life 
With dark gifts of hurt and loss 
That have helped to school your mind 
In the art of disappointment. 

When desolation surrounded you, 
Blessed be those who looked for you 
And found you, their kind hands 
Urgent to open a blue window 
In the gray wall formed around you. 

Blessed be the gifts you never notice, 
Your health, eyes to behold the world, 
Thoughts to countenance the unknown, 

 Nothing can dim the light 
that shines from within. 

                 -Maya Angelou 



Memory to harvest vanished days, 
Your heart to feel the world's waves, 
Your breath to breathe the nourishment 
Of distance made intimate by earth. 

On this echoing-day of your birth, 
May you open the gift of solitude 
In order to receive your soul; 
Enter the generosity of silence 
To hear your hidden heart; 
Know the serenity of stillness 
To be enfolded anew 
By the miracle of your being. 

Thanksgiving 
 
I know all of my Zonta sisters join me in 
being grateful for “life, for food, for 
loving care as we honor Zonta’s code 
through fellowship and all we share, 
because Zontians work for lasting peace 
for every nation, everywhere”. 
 
In case our blessing doesn’t quite fit for 
the people who will be gathered around 
your Thanksgiving Day table, here are 
some suggestions from various traditions: 
 
In a world where so many are hungry, 
May we eat this food with humble hearts; 
In a world where so many are lonely, 
May we share this friendship with joyful 
hearts.  (Traditional, American) 
 
Gratitude before me, 
Gratitude behind me, 
Gratitude to the left of me, 
Gratitude to the right of me, 
Gratitude above me, 
Gratitude below me, 
Gratitude within me, 
Gratitude all around me (Angeles Arrien) 

 
Round the table 
Peace and joy prevail, 
May all who share  
This season’s delight 
Enjoy countless more (Chinese Blessing) 
 
Thank you for the wind and rain 
And sun and pleasant weather, 
Thank you for this our food 
And that we are together (Mennonite 
Blessing) 
 
Earth, Water, Air and Fire combined to 
make this food.  Numberless beings gave 
their lives and labor that we may eat.  May 
we be nourished that we may nourish life. 
(Roshi Joan Halifax) 
 
Let us pray for all to be happy, 
To love one another, 
To help each other, 
To gain wisdom, 
For all to receive god’s blessings, 
To break free from the illusion 
That is distracting us from our true 
nature. 
No one shall go hungry, 
No one will suffer, 
Abundance is with everyone 
And all negativity shall be removed! 
(Brian Abiraj) 
 
Enveloped in your light, may I be a beacon 
to those in search of light. 
Embraced by your presence, so may I be 
present to others. 
(Rabbi Rami Shapiro) 
 
 
Happy Thanksgiving, Zonta Sisters! 

 


